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TUSD is dedicated to fostering inclusive and supportive educational environments where students and families
feel a sense of belonging and connection to their schools, peers, teachers, and the wider district community. To
achieve this, IUSD’s Student Support Services and Education Services departments offer a wide range of
resources, including parent workshops, community meetings, language support, and more!

We value the strong partnership we have with our parents and families. Through IUSD’s Parent and Family
Engagement programs, families are provided multiple opportunities to actively participate in the school

community and contribute to their children's educational journey.

This article highlights the important role of our community support staff and the various Parent and Family
Engagement resources available to all [USD families.

Supporting IUSD Students and Families

In addition to the dedicated teams at each IUSD school—including administrators, teachers, couns
mental health professionals—we recognize that families may benefit from specific resources and as
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Kim Bates | Student Support Services

As part of my role in supporting IUSD families, I coordinate parent workshops, and classes, and oversee our
Community Liaisons. I am here to assist with inquiries about the IUSD Parent Center and manage district
translation services, ensuring interpreters are available for district and school meetings. I also work with families
on attendance and truancy matters and collaborate with the Irvine Unified Council PTA to align parent
engagement efforts across the community. Visit our Student Support Services page for more information, or

contact me at kimbates@iusd.org.

Translation and Language Support

IUSD’s Community Liaisons support the following language communities: Arabic, Chinese, Farsi, Japanese,
Korean, and Spanish. They provide translation services, facilitate parent workshops, and help families and staff
connect across language barriers. Our liaisons also promote cultural understanding and empower parents to take
an active role in their children’s education.

Duha Al-Hakeem | Arabic
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Visit our Arabic Community Page.

Shahrzad Farjadi | Farsi
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Visit our Farsi/Persian Community Page.

Tamami Ota | Japanese
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Visit our Japanese Community page.

Insun Kim | Korean
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Contact me at insunkim@;iusd.org or 949-936-5276, or visit our Korean Community page.
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Rosa Larra Nieto | Spanish

Bienvenidos al Distrito Escolar Unificado de Irvine. Mi nombre es Rosa Larra (rosalarranieto@iusd.org) y soy
su enlace con el distrito. Pueden contar con mi ayuda para interpretacion y traduccion e informacion sobre
recursos que ofrezca el distrito escolar.

También les animo a que visiten nuestra padgina La comunidad de hispanohablantes de IUSD para mantenerse

informado de nuestras reuniones y otros eventos relevantes del distrito escolar de Irvine.

#%JkS Lichuan Chiang | Traditional & Simplified Chinese
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Russian Language Support
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IUSD also offers support for Russian speaking families. For more information on Russian language support, our
Community Liaisons and Mental Health Specialists and Student Support Services, visit
iusd.org/FamilyEngagement

Community Support

In addition to translations and language support, [USD offers community supports that include resources for
students, parents, families, and staff to help address various topics students and parents may face.

Shalonda Ibrahim-Abubakar | Mental Health Specialist

My name is Shalonda Ibrahim-Abubakar, the Community Support Mental Health Specialist serving primarily the
African American/Black population within IUSD. In my role, I serve as a resource to parents, students and staff
to help reduce barriers to learning for students by:

¢ Maximizing access to resources

Providing counseling services

Offering staff professional development and coaching
Facilitating multicultural engagement

Supporting the implementation of culturally responsive practices

Please reach out if you have questions or need support! My contact information is email:
shalondaabubakar(@jiusd.org, phone: 949-936-5185. Visit our African American/Black community page.

Maureen Muir | LGBTQ+ Community Support

My name is Maureen Muir and I am the LGBTQ+ Community Support Liaison. You can contact me for any
LGBTQ+ needs or resources for students and families. Please follow my Instagram: @iusd_lgbtq for more
information. You can also contact me through my email, maureenmuir@iusd.org, or my office number 949-936-
5189. Visit our LGBTQ+ community page.

Elana Lesse | McKinney-Vento and Foster Youth Liaison | Mental Health Specialist

My name is Elana Lesse and I am the McKinney-Vento and Foster Youth Liaison. You can contact me with any
questions pertaining to McKinney-Vento (Homelessness) or Foster Youth supports and resources. I serve as a
resource for parents, families, and students in need of resources, referrals, and/or supports as it pertains to their
current living situation. I work collaboratively with school sites, OCDE, SSA, and social workers to minimize

barriers to students' education. You can contact me through email at elanalesse@jiusd.org or by pho
936-5219.
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IUSD’s dedicated staff are here to support our students and families. Please continue to visit iusd.org regularly
for the latest District news and information.
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Contact Us

Irvine Unified School District
5050 Barranca Parkway
Irvine, CA 92604

(949) 936-5000
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